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Remarks At The 2nd Peace Diplomacy Convention

Your Excellency Mr. Rey Runtgen Del
Rosario, Chairman of the International Peace
Diplomacy Corps,

Your Excellencies, members of the Diplomatic

and Consular Corps,
Ladies and Gentlemen.
Good afternoon Everybody!

There is no better time for me to speak about
FOSTERING CULTURAL DIPLOMACY IN
CONTEMPORARY TIMES than at this point in
time, when the world geopolitical situation is fast-

changing, unpredictable and complex.

As we know, culture is not only about art,
music, dance and literature of a particular society,
but also includes the traditions, language, cuisine,
costumes, way of life, customs and beliefs of a

particular nation.

As a matter of fact, culture is the SOUL and
most important element of any nation. The best way
to understand another nation or befriend another
nation is through the understanding of its culture

and history.

It is only through culture that mankind can
transcend political rivalries, military conflicts and

various man-made barriers and differences.

A former French Minister for culture once

stated:

Dr. Gary Song-Huann LIN

22 January 2018

“---culture is an antidote to violence, because
it invites us to understand others and fosters
tolerance, by encouraging us to encounter the

imaginary and other cultures.”

Traditionally, cultural diplomacy was seen as a
part of public diplomacy to pursue its foreign policy
goals, to combat stereotyping, develop mutual

understanding, and advance national reputation.

The American political scientist and author,
Milton C. Cummings, defined Cultural Diplomacy
as: the exchange of ideas, information, values,
systems, traditions, beliefs, and other aspects of
culture, with the intention of fostering mutual

understanding” .

In the field of international relations, cultural
diplomacy has played a crucial role since the end
of WWII in building relations among states. It
served as a constructive channel at times of political
tension and strife.

A significant post-war US-led project,
alongside the Marshall plan, was the export of
Jazz music to Europe, conveying the message of

democracy to a broad public.

In US Foreign Policy, cultural diplomacy has
been defined as - “the linchpin of public diplomacy;
for it is in cultural activities that a nation’s idea of
itself is best represented: - *(it) reveals the soul of a

. b2
nation.
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European Governments established cultural
institutions as early as the 19th century. France
founded the Alliance Francaise in 1889, Germany
established the Goethe-Institut in 1951 and the
United Kingdom created the British Council in
1934. Initially, the mission of the institutions were
to teach the respective languages abroad. Today,
however, cultural institutions serve as significant
media to build relationships, create mutual

understanding and establish trust with other nations.

Cultural diplomacy cannot be done overnight.
It is a process of building bridges, not a one way
street. Moreover, cultural diplomacy cultivates
respect for others and their way of thinking; and
also vice versa, to let other people understand your
culture, appreciate your culture and eventually

embrace your culture and values.

In the year 2001, the 9/11 crisis battered
people around the globe — and with the subsequent
pandemic political turmoils and the soaring
number of terror attacks across the world, many
Governments started to seek a new signification of
public diplomacy, exploring a shift from hard power

to soft power.

Whilst the 'hard power' approach has
historically been a favored policy of governments
in conducting international and regional relations,
the 9/11 experience has taught us a lesson, and
the drawbacks of hard power are fully revealed.
Furthermore, our increasingly interconnected world
also calls for co-operation and a new approach to

conduct international diplomacy.

This is where the role of Soft Power as a form
of cultural diplomacy becomes significant. Cultural
diplomacy is no longer secondary to political or
economic diplomacy, but rather functions as an

intrinsic and necessary component of it.

Prof. Joseph S. Nye, an American political

scientist describes, 'soft power' as:

"The ability to persuade through culture,
values and ideas, as opposed to 'hard power', which

conquers or coerces through military might".

In the last decade many countries like Japan,
Korea and Israel have joined Europe and the
United States in becoming influential players in
intercultural dialogue and cultural exchange, by
developing extensive outreach strategies using art
and culture to create increasing understanding, build

relationships and establish trust.

However, experts in the field of cultural
development point out that cultural diplomacy is
more effective when it caters to the interest of the
host country, thus it should resonate with the local

population.

More recently, the Institute of Cultural

Diplomacy defines:

"Cultural Diplomacy may best be described as
a course of actions, which are based on and utilize
the exchange of ideas, values, traditions and other
aspects of culture or identity, whether to strengthen
relationships, enhance socio-cultural cooperation,

promote national interests and beyond”

I am honoured to say that Taiwan’s “New

Southbound Policy” (NSP), which has been



MA(EE TEIBRAITNAZE 1 (IPDCI) REEF

initiated by our President Tsai Ing-wen as from
2016, is also the turning point for Taiwan to
outreach the Asia-Pacific nations with cultural
diplomacy, incorporating the principles of:

@ Respect & Recognition of Cultural Diversity &
Heritage

Global Intercultural Dialogue

Justice, Equality & Interdependence

The Protection of International Human Rights

Global Peace & Stability

The Taiwan government and our people
now fully understand that “art and culture have a
unique way of opening doors, when politics keep
them closed” . Taiwan's rich art, Austronesian
connections and diverse cultural heritages are great
assets for our nation to engage in people-to-people
exchanges through film, music, dance, food and
sports, as well as extensive cultural and educational
programmes with ASEAN countries and the
Philippines to create co-prosperity and forge long-
lasting friendships in the South and Southeast-Asian

regions.

& THAI

In our globalized world that is marked by

volatile political, economic and social turbulences,
cultural diplomacy has become paramount to

fostering peace & stability throughout the world.

I am sure that when cultural diplomacy and
mutual understanding are applied at all levels,
this modus has the unique ability to influence
the “Global Public Opinion” and thinking of
individuals, communities, cultures or nations to be
more tolerant towards one another, there is a ray
of hope for this world to have lasting peace and
stability.

In closing, may I echo former UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan by citing his words that “arts
and music can capture a wide range of feelings, go
to the essence of things and speak to the soul. It has
the power to bind us together and strengthen our

sense of community through shared emotions” .

Thank you! Maraming Salamat!

Mabuhay!
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