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TAI PEI : The SARS epidemic ravaging Asia shows
the need for the complete cooperation of all mem-
bers of the international community in matters of
health. Because we live in a world that is closely
linked by travel and commerce, any loophole in the
prevention and treatment network presents a danger
for the entire global community.

Taiwan faces just this situation. The island, a
major hub of trade and transportation in the Asia-
Pacific region, is on the front line in the fight against
severe acute respiratory syndrome, with 281 suspected
SARS cases and 34 deaths from the disease officially
reported as of Thursday.

Millions of people travel between Taiwan and

every corner of the world every year; our ports and
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airports count among the world's busiest. Taiwan's
democratically elected government has exclusive
authority over the health care of its 23 million residents.
The government has put in place a comprehensive pub-
lic health insurance system, a nationwide network of
medical treatment and reporting, and a substantial
capacity for modern medical research. It has also
extended humanitarian and medical assistance to
many parts of the world.

Yet like all countries, Taiwan is vulnerable to sud-
den outbreaks, especially of newly emerging diseases.
Unfortunately, for reasons related to politics, not
health, Taiwan is not allowed to participate in the
global outbreak alert and response system of the

World Health Organization, a United Nations agency.



