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Taiwan:" We'll fight, we'll diefor freedom"

By |-CHENG LOH

Ever since Friday, Dec. 15, 9:08 p.m., the phones
haven't stopped ringing in my home and my office.
Hundreds of people called --most of them friends and a few
total strangers--to express outrage and support, to offer
sympathy and condolences. Everyone asked the same ques-
tion: How do you feel? What are you going to do? Is there
anything | can do to help?

How do | feel? | am very much saddened, of
course, not only for my country--the Republic of China on
Taiwan--but for the United States, which | have come to
love and to regard as my second home.

Thisisthe first timein its 200 years of history
that the United States has turned her back on a faithful
friend and a loya aly, not because of what that friend has
done, but because a third party--a former adversary directly
responsible for the loss of American lives in Korea and in
Vietnam--demanded it.

Thisisthefirst time, as far as | know, that the
United States has abrogated a treaty ratified by the Senate,
which has the effect of law, in exchange for a promise that
the third party refused to give.

Thisis the first time that an American commit-
ment, solemnly given and gratefully received, was broken
and shattered to pieces, not because America was weak, but
because the adversary was erroneously perceived to be too
strong.

| must say that | can see why the leaders of Israel
are nervous about the value of American promise.

What are we going to do? My answers usually
come as a surprise to questioners: Nothing. Or more pre-
cisely, we will keep on doing the thing that we have always
been doing. Nothing less but nothing more.

The Republic of China on Taiwan will never
negotiate with the Chinese Communists, be it Teng or Hua
or whoever will be in power after the next round of purges
and upheavals. We will never "play the Russian card,"
which some of our friends, driven to exasperation by the
cynicism of the recent U.S. move in the power game, urged
us to threaten to do.

Our reasons are simple. We must remain true to
our beliefs, our moral standards of what others have done.

Neither will we "go nuclear," even if the technol-
ogy is there. The only nuclear programs Taiwan will
engage in are power-generation plants, which by 1984 will
provide almost half of the country's needs for electricity.

We will hold fast to the three principles taught us
by the late Dr. Sun Y at-sen, father of the republic on natiorn-
alism, democracy and social and economic well-being for

our people.

We will build upon our already booming econo-
my, with areal gross national product growth of 12% in
1978, and a per capita income at $1,300, we will bring
Taiwan into the ranks of developed nations, not by the year
2000 but by 1985.

Is there anything you-as Americans-can do to
help? Y es, there's plenty every conscientious American can
do, now and will into the future.

First and most important we ask you to help in
making sure that Taiwan's security needs are amply met.
Our 17 million people have not done anything wrong to
deserve this shabby treatment.

Their only "sin" is their determination to remain
free.

They deserve your help. Write the White House
to tell the President what you think of his recent decision,
and to voice your concern that Taiwan--with more people
than 113 countries of the United Nations--must not be
allowed to fall into Communist hands.

Write your senators and your congressmen, urg-
ing Congress to adopt resolutions guaranteeing that ade-
guate defense supplies will be sold to Taiwan, not just in
the next few years, but anytime in the future.

Ask your elected representatives to thoroughly
debate every facet of the many questions concerning
Taiwan's security, not just the black and white question of
whether the Communists will attempt to "liberate Taiwan"
by force.

It is vital to include in these discussions the gray
areas, such as the possibility of naval blockade and eco-
nomic strangulation through blacklisting and other means.

If, for example, a couple of months or years from
now, Iran blows up and embroils the entire Middle East, the
Chinese Communist regime could seize that opportunity to
announce that as the "sole legal government of China" it is
closing the ports of Taiwan to all foreign shipping as it
indeed has the legal right to do.

What can the United States do then that does not
run contrary to the communique of Dec.15?

Free China will stand on her own two feet. We
will fight and die, if necessary, to preserve our prosperity
built on an open society and free enterprise.

If such atime comes, we don't need your men,
only your arms. If an adequate supply is promised by
Congress for the unlimited future, such a day may never
come to pass.

I-Cheng is the minister of information, Embassy of the
Republic of China
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